
200 years of findings that 

have transformed medicine

“In our inquiries… our labours will generally 

 be shortened and directed to their proper objects,

 by a knowledge of preceding discoveries.” 

 — John Warren, M.D., 1812 

 The opening words from the first issue. Warren J. Remarks on Angina Pectoris. N Engl J Med Surg 1812;1:1-11.

join the celebration!

Visit NEJM200.NEJM.org for a unique interactive experience 
and to:

• Explore an interactive historical timeline

• Read unique articles specially commissioned for the anniversary

• Post a 200th anniversary greeting

• Follow the 200th anniversary symposium online

• Sign up for anniversary alerts

• Submit a story or personal video and tell us how NEJM 
has influenced you

…and visit us at medical conferences throughout the year!

NEJM200.NEJM.org

Follow us:

1812

The first issue of the New 
England Journal of Medicine 
and Surgery and the Collateral 
Branches of Medical Science 
is published in Boston.

1846

A report on the first public demonstration 
of ether anesthesia for surgery is published.

Bigelow HJ. Insensibility During Surgical 
Operations Produced by Inhalation. 
Boston Med Surg J 1846;35:309-17.

1872

The concept that one cerebral hemisphere can influence 
both sides of the body is introduced in a lecture on the
symptoms of brain disease.

Brown-Sequard CE, Webber SG. The Origin and Signification 
of the Symptoms of Brain Disease. Boston Med Surg J 1872;
87:261-3.

1948

Successful treatment of early childhood leukemia 
with folate antagonists is first reported.

Farber S, et al. Temporary Remissions in Acute .
Leukemia in Children Produced by Folic Acid Antagonist, 
4-Aminopteroyl-Glutamic Acid (Aminopterin). N Engl J Med 
1948;238:787-93.

1973

The first report of polypectomy using 
a colonoscope introduces a prophylactic 
procedure during screening to reduce 
subsequent cancer risk.

Wolff WI, Shinya H. 
PolyPEctomy Via the Fiberoptic 
Colonoscope — Removal of Neoplasms 
beyond Reach of the Sigmoidoscope. 
N Engl J Med 1973;288:329-32.

1952

The first successful use of an external 
pacemaker to resuscitate the heart 
is described.

Zoll pm. Resuscitation of the Heart
in Ventricular Standstill by External
Electric Stimulation. N Engl J Med
1952;247:768-71.

2012

The 200th anniversary of the New England 
Journal of Medicine, the oldest continuously 
published medical journal in the world.  
NEJM continues to evolve, developing 
more features and offerings that enable 
physicians to advance their knowledge 
and their practice.

1981

Some of the earliest descriptions of AIDS, and then 
of its treatment, are reported.

Gottlieb Ms, et al. Pneumocystis carinii Pneumonia and 
Mucosal Candidiasis in Previously Healthy Homosexual Men — 
Evidence of a New Acquired Cellular Immunodeficiency.  
N Engl J Med 1981;305:1425-31.

Masur H, et al. An Outbreak of Community-Acquired 
Pneumocystis carinii Pneumonia — Initial Manifestation 
of Cellular Immune Dysfunction. N Engl J Med 
1981;305:1431-8.

The first histologic proof that blood platelets 
are made in bone marrow is published.

Wright JH. The Origin and Nature of the Blood 
Plates. Boston Med Surg J 1906;154:643-5.

1906
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Why does NEJM matter to you?
Visit NEJM200.NEJM.org and click on Share the Celebration to tell us why NEJM is important to your research,
practice, or everyday medical questions. On Twitter, add the hashtag #NEJM200 to let us know what you’re thinking.

thank you from nejm

As I reflect on the 200th anniversary of the New England 

Journal of Medicine, I’m proud of the historic and lasting 

values of this organization. We are driven by a collective 

mission to provide the best information possible 

to physicians and other health care professionals. 

This dedication has made NEJM the most widely read 

and respected medical journal in the world.

On behalf of the entire NEJM team, I want to thank 

and acknowledge:

• The generations of researchers, authors, reviewers, 

and editors upon whose shoulders we stand

• Our partner institutions and businesses around the 

globe that help NEJM fulfill its mission

• The millions who study and practice the art and 

science of medicine and use the wisdom gained to 

improve the lives of patients

Please join us in celebrating our 200th birthday!

Jeffrey M. Drazen, M.D., Editor-in-Chief
The New England Journal of Medicine

serving the 

medical community

In this era of information overload, NEJM continues 

to deliver the most trusted, significant, and readable 

reports of medical advances and insights.  

Stats to celebrate…
• The oldest continuously published medical 

 journal in the world

• More than 150,000 articles dating back to 1812

• More than 5,000 research articles evaluated each year

• More than 5,000 authors published in 2010 

• More than 225,000 citations to NEJM content in 2010

• More than 600,000 readers every week, worldwide

• Free online in more than 120 lower-income countries 

• Free public access to all research articles after 1990 six months after publication

NEJM.org speaks volumes. Instantly.

Every volume and article published by NEJM since 1812 is available online in the 
NEJM Archive. This rich resource and history of modern medicine is user-friendly 
and fully searchable at NEJM.org/medical-index.

Expanding Initiatives
To help meet today’s challenges in medicine, NEJM continues to look ahead for new ways 
to enhance clinical practice. Expect to hear more from NEJM about new information and 
resources that will be of interest, use, and value to physicians, scientists, students, and patients.

Empowering Physicians
NEJM is the reliable resource that helps you improve your practice, remain confident 
in your decisions, and provide the best care. It keeps you connected — not only to 
clinical  science, but also to issues important to patients, your values as a caregiver, 
and  developments affecting the health care profession.

“ The [clinical trials] are discussed on rounds and incorporated  
 into practice. I use the articles to keep up with the health care  
 changes and implications.”

CARDIOLOGIST
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Empowering Physicians
NEJM is the reliable resource that helps you improve your practice, remain confident 
in your decisions, and provide the best care. It keeps you connected — not only to 
clinical  science, but also to issues important to patients, your values as a caregiver, 
and  developments affecting the health care profession.

bringing innovation 

to clinical practice

“ Physicians take the information we publish very seriously, so we  
 have an enormous obligation to select wisely and to edit carefully  
 and thoughtfully. It is a responsibility we have all taken to heart.”

NEJM EDITOR

“ The cases really help keep you up to date and keep you 
 on your toes on how to think about a complicated case.” 

RESIDENT

“ I trust the content… [and was] able to allay patients’ fears and 
 concerns by providing documentation from a trusted source.”

PHYSICIAN

“NEJM articles help shape… our systemwide CPOE standard   
 order sets, and thus have widespread impact on patient care.”

HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR

“ The impact of studies on the medical field is unmatched.”

AUTHOR

“ [I] incorporated the findings… in my teaching material 
 and discussed the trial with the students.”

EDUCATOR

we each play a role 

in advancing medicine

2001

The beginning of personalized medicine. A targeted 
therapy for chronic myelogenous leukemia.

Druker BJ, et al. Efficacy and Safety of a Specific 
Inhibitor of the BCR-ABL Tyrosine Kinase in Chronic 
Myeloid Leukemia. N Engl J Med 2001;344:1031-7.

Owned and published by the Massachusetts Medical SocietyOwned and published by the Massachusetts Medical SocietyExplore these articles and more on the interactive timeline at NEJM200.NEJM.org. Includes free access to the full text of many landmark medical studies over the past 200 years.

 


